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PURPOSE: 

• To summarize Medical Center Emergency Codes and reference their policies and procedures.  

• To follow California Hospital Association (CHA) guidelines on use of code colors/names as applicable. 
 
POLICY 
The Baldwin Park Medical Center has adopted the following emergency codes to quickly notify and mobilize 
emergency teams and/or summon assistance in response to a potential emergency event using the overhead 
public address system.  The use of emergency codes also allows the organization to alert, notify, and mobilize 
hospital personnel without causing undue panic throughout the building. 
 
PROCEDURE: 
Follow policy numbers referenced in table below. 

 
EMERGENCY CODE DESCRIPTIONS AND POLICY REFERENCES 

 

Code Description Policy Reference 

CODE ASSIST Patient in Distress MCW 2371 - Code 
Assist: Urgent 
Assistance 

CODE BLOOD BANK Emergency Blood Needed  MCW 2320 - 
Transfusion of Blood 
and/or Blood 
Components (Except 
NICU) /Code Blood 
Bank/ Hemorrhage  
2320 

CODE BLUE Adult Cardiovascular Emergency MCW 2372 Code 
Blue - Code White 
Standards of 
Care2372 

CODE C OB Emergency MCW 2373 - Code C 
Usage (OB 
Emergency) 

CODE GRAY Covert Method of Requesting Security Assistance MCW 6407 - 
Emergency Security 
Assistance - Code 
Gray 

CODE GREEN Missing High Risk Adult MCW 6403 - Code 
Green - High Risk 
Patient Elopement 
Missing Adult 6403 
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CODE ORANGE Hazardous Material Spill MCW 6060 - 

Hazardous 
Materials/Waste Spill 
Response (Code 
Orange) 

CODE RAPID 
RESPONSE 

Inpatient Deterioration Prevention MCW 2372.50 - 
Rapid Response to 
Change in Patient's 
Condition2372.50 

CODE RED Fire MCW 6110 - Fire 
Prevention 110 & 
MCW 6114 - Fire 
Drills  

CODE PINK/PURPLE Infant Abduction or Child Abduction MCW 6408 - Infant 
(Code Pink) and 
Child (Code Purple) 
Abduction Response 

CODE SEPSIS Inpatient/Outpatient Sepsis   MCW 2371.70 - 
Code Sepsis, 
Inpatient and 
Emergency 
Department 

CODE SILVER Active Shooter MCW 6409 - Active 
Shooter - Code 
Silver 

CODE STROKE Suspected or Actual Stroke ED/Outpatient and 
Inpatient 

MCW 2371.50 - 
Code Stroke - 
Emergency 
Department50 & 
MCW 2371.70 - 
Code Sepsis, 
Inpatient and 
Emergency 
Department 

CODE TRIAGE Internal or External Disaster MCW 6902 
Emergency 
Activation - Code 
Triage 

CODE WHITE Pediatric Cardiovascular Emergency MCW 2372 Code 
Blue - Code White 
Standards of Care 

CODE YELLOW Bomb Threat MCW 6411 - Bomb 
Threat Procedures - 
Code Yellow214 
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